Concordia Theological Monthly
Volume 8

Article 44

5-1-1937

Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches
J. T. Mueller

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm
Part of the Practical Theology Commons

Recommended Citation
Mueller, J. T. (1937) "Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches," Concordia Theological
Monthly: Vol. 8 , Article 44.
Available at: https://scholar.csl.edu/ctm/vol8/iss1/44

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Print Publications at Scholarly Resources from
Concordia Seminary. It has been accepted for inclusion in Concordia Theological Monthly by an authorized editor
of Scholarly Resources from Concordia Seminary. For more information, please contact seitzw@csl.edu.

Mueller: Theological Observer. - Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches

'l'lleo1opeaJ. Observer - stirc1jlic1j•.8eitgefdjic1jtlic1jel

I. :Xmertka
II die BpllcopalJaa Compllmentlq or Cemurins tho Lutbonm?Jtmnrlna the Nev, 2'utc&numt CommentaTV, edited by Dr. H. C. Alleman,
tlie Llll11g CJaan:h of February 6, 1937, writes: "It la a Lutheran prlnclple
-luply l'N1lled In pracUso-that all preaching and teaching should
nst directly on the Bible as the sole rule of faith, and the result ls an ex1nardlnuy dexterity In the handling of Bibllcal passages; Lutherans are
tnlaed to make the text immediately available for practical ends. This
~ ii llbwlae manifest In the present volume, where the comment
ii 1111t pre11ntecl In detached notes, but in continuous exposition that
'118111 the exe,esls Into the problems of present-clay life. American
Lalliennllm may well pride itaelf In assembling twenty-eight scholars
Clplble of 1111talnlng throughout the high level of this volume; could
IIIJ other denomination do the same? Since American Lutheranism also
1rila ltR1f on itl conservatism in Bibllcal matters, a markedly conserfttive DDte is only to be expected." That ls high praise (or Lutheranism.
Lutheranism is Indeed committed to the aola. Scrlp&un1. When the
E'pla,opallan writer recognizes that, we feel highly complimented. And
we sbaU take this statement, too, as a compliment that "Amcrica.n Lulberanlsm prides •itself on its conservatism in Biblical matters." The
Pfllllllnent groups In European Lutheranism stand for liberalism in Biblical matters. We do not. We are glad, too, to note that this reviewer
llnds "a markedly conservative note" in this commentary.
But the reviewer (eels himself compelled to add something to this.
And we do not know whether what he adds ls meant as proise or censure.
The Lfiii1111 Chun:J, ls none too conservative itself, and we do not know
whether the reviewer is in sympathy with the men responsible for the
Nn, 7'atament Commentaru or is reprimanding them - perhaps reprilllllldhig them for being out of harmony with the old Lutheran !piritwben he proceeda: "Yet it is not vigorously maintained. Dr. Berkemerer, for instance, who edits the Pastoral Epistles, states frankly that
thae letters are sub-Pauline; they display 'the intuition of authority
rather than the authority of intuition.' Dr. Stamm, in nn extremely able
treatment of St. Mark, recognizes explicitly the difference between the
ft'allJellst's material and the purpose for which it ls used. Dr. Flack in
his comments on Revelation writes entirely from the standpoint of historlcal apocalypUe. And while Dr. Alleman'• introduction is conservative
in lta conclualona, the selection of material in the commentary is such as
to IVllld tho more burning critical problems. . . ." The reviewer points
out that tho markedly conservative note "is not rigorously maintained."
Be means to say that some decidedly liberal notes are sounded. And
he ls riahl On pages 581 and 582 Prof. W. C. Berkemeyer presents "the
mast cledaive argument against the Pauline authorship" of the Pastoral
!plstJea. "We must conclude that behind them and in them there is
• &enume Pauline tradition. • • • They are sub-Pauline, but based on
PDUlae Pauline notes." Most likely Luke wrote these letters and simply
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aubstltuted Paul'• name for bl■ own. "It ■eemecl IesWmate In that •
to put worda on the lips of a man whme mind wu bema wtmpel.a."
And the letten were JIOt addnaed to the blatorlcal Timothy ad '1'ltuL
And ., ''we ■ball do well to enter into the aplrlt of the writer ad
therefore reprd them generall¥ u If they came from the had ad
brain of Paul and were addreaed to bl■ two fello~-worken ~
and Titus." Now we understand why thae men abhor the ut1cJe of
the verbal lnaplratlon of Scripture. You cannot expect Profeaor Berbmeyer to make the Holy Spirit the author of thla fn,.u pfa. We mbmlt In thl■ connec:tlon 110me of Profeaor Berkemeyer'■ remark■ on 2 Tim.
3, 16. "Note that the only true ln■plratlon and the only true a u ~
which l■ clalmed for the Scripture■ l■ apirltual; and lt 11 the ■plrit of
man alone which can dlscem God'■ Splrit and thereby recopuze thl■ fnaplratlon. In bl■ work Timothy can use any wrltln, which 11 thu■ nco,nlzed u ln■plrecl of God and therefore authoritative with reprd to the
things of the Splrlt. 'The best test of the inspirlltlon of any writinl i■ lt■
serviceableness for the moral and spiritual needs of men' (White).• In Cone. Tl&eol. Month., 1936, p. 810, the shocking story of the editing of
Mark'■ gospel by n contributor to the LutheTlln ChuTCh Quanenv (April,
1936) l■ told. Thia editor finds that some of the incidents related by
Mark concerning the cursing of the fig-tree (chap.11) never reo1ly happened. Mork'■ story originated when "some day some brother with the
gift of insight, as he would probably put it, and with singular zeal for the
authority of the Christ" added certnin foatures to the story as originally,
truthfully, told. "Perhaps it was Mark himself. • . . He failed to edit
out the incongruities." One is naturally curious about what the Nev,
Testament CommentaTy thinks of Mark's story. Prof. R. T. Stamm writes:
"All of these explanations spring from a m istaken literalism which fails
to see that what was originally a plll'Qble of judgment as in Luke 13,
8-0 has here undergone a process of dramatization. They shatter on the
simple observation that green figs are inedible and that figs in Palestine
do not ripen before June. It is therefore better to take the story of the
cursing of the fig-tree as having been a parable of judgment." (P. 282.)
Take also the story of the man with an unclean spirit, Mark 1, ~
"Judging from the symptoms described, it may have been what we c:all
hysteria. But that was not l\fark's explanation nor that of Jesus and the
people of His day. For them it was a living, personal spirit, or demon,
having a rarefied physical organism which could penetrate into a man's
body by way of his mouth or his nose or other openings and so take
possession of him that be became its slnve."
Yes, there are very pronounced and distinct liberal notes ln thl■
commentary. Much conservative theology, too. But the Living Ch1&n:h
reviewer felt that, to be fair, be would have to take note of the liberal
elements. What we do not know is whether be thinks these b'beral
elements mar the book or enhance its value. His review bean the caption "A New Testament Commentary of Great Value."
E.
Either Verbal Inspiration or No Rellable Principiwn CoposcendLLast year we quoted several times from Professor Loraine Boettner's
flne article■ on the Christian doctrine concerning the Bible which were
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P:'&hl I D ~ Toc:1&11, Fram the "com:luakm" of tbla aceUent
.._ of utlcla (In which, of ccnua, ,.. do not mbacrlbe to every
apiiWlua .md llatament), entitled '"l'be Plenary lmplratlon of the
Jllill: Cmcllllloa" (December, 1938), we offer a few mont excerpta bethay llt forth c:ertaln vital trutha wblch merit special c:omlderadaa today also in our own Lutheran c:lrcleL We read: "Sometimes
who hold a law view of !naplratlon attempt to evade the 1aue by
llllrtlJ IQlnl that the Bible c:cmtaln, the Word of God. Tb1s l0018
farmula, however, meana prac:tlcally nothing. A river In India 'rolling
don Ill plden ands' certainly c:cmtal'III gold. But just what the relalift proportion la between the aand and the gold may be very bard to
llelmnlne. If the Bible only c:cmtllln• the Word of God, as even the
llademlat III wUllng to admit, then certainly it may lack a great deal of
War lnr.JJlble, and we are then left to the mercles of 'higher critlc:lsm'
ar lo our own Individual oplnlons as to just which elements are the words
al God and which are only the words of man. As Dr. CJarenCQ E.
Jlaartney hu recently said, 'Those who hnve departed from faith in
ID lnfa111b1e Bible have made desperate, but utterly vain efforts to
acure a suitable substitute and other standing-ground. But as time
Pl by, the pathetic hopelessness of this effort is more and more manifat. Such catchwords as 'progressive revelation,' 'personal experience,'
'devotion to truth,' etc., are one by one being cast into the disc:arcl.
Modernism and Liberalism, by the confession of their own adherents,
are tenibly bankrupt; nothing but 'cracked cisterns,' into which men
lower ln vain their vessels for the Water of Life. There fa no poaaible
nhdilate tor an inspired Bible [italics our own]. No one can preach
wlth the power and influence of him who draws a sword bathed in
hn\'en and who goes into the pulpit with a 'Thus saith the Lord' back
al him. When man faces the overwhehnlng facts of sin, passion, pain,
sorrow, death, and the beyond-death, the glib and easy phrases of
current Modernism and flippant Liberalism are found to be nothing but
• broken reed. Therefore he who preaches historic Christianity and
takes his stand upon a divine revelation hns, amid the storms and confllllaas and darkness of our present day, nn incomparable position.
'Ihere are not wanting signs today that men will return to the Holy
Saipture, to drink again of the Water of LiCe and strengthen their souls
with the Bread of Life, and that a prodlgnJ Church, sick of the husks of
the far country, will return to its Father's house. Those who reject the
church doctrine of inspiration in favor of some lowered fonn have never
been able to agree among themselves as to which parts of the Bible are
inspired and which are not, or to what extent any part is inspired. If
this high doctrine of verbal inspiration is rejected, there is no consistent
stopp!J,i-plac:e abort of saying that the Scripture writers were inspired
only u wu Shakespeare or Milton or Tennyson; and in fact some of the
aitics have comlatently followed out their premises and have reached
that condualon. We submit, however, that, if the other miracles recorded
In Scripture be accepted, there is no logicnJ reason for rejecting the
mlncJe of inspiration, for inspiration is simply a miracle in the realm of
spealdq or writing. Most of the objections which are brought against
the doctrine [of verbal inspiration] today can be traced more or less

a..
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clearly to the uaumptlon that the aupematural la lmpcmlble." When
we compare thae ftne Blbllcal lltatementa on the doctrine of lmplratlan
with the downrfsht modern1stlc teacb!np which In recent yean haft
appeared again and again In periodlc:aia of the United Lutheran Cburdl,
we can Wldentand the eriticilm made not 10 very 10111 qo by a nanLutheran, that "there is more lllodemllm In 10111e Lutheran cirdn than
in the Reformed churches of our country." It la to the reproach of all
Lutherans if we must admit the truth of that declaration. At any rate,
the time bu come when all Lutherans must take up the study of the
doctrine of Biblical inspiration and confess it in terms u clear (if not
clearer) as those of the Re!onned theologian Dr. L. Boettner. J. T.11.
Bric£ Items. -The Board of Directors of Auburn Theological Semlnnry (Presbyterian), Auburn, N. Y., rcccntly elected a new president, the
fourth one. It is Dr. Paul Heath, a Presbyterian minister of WllbsBarre, Pa. He succeeds Dr. H. L. Reed, who retires after thirty-four
years' service. The plan to erect a building on the campus of the Rochester Colgate Divinlty School, Rochester, N. Y., a Baptist lnstitullon with
which the Auburn Seminary is to be affiliated, will be pushed. This Is
unionism kat' ezocJ1en. - As a gesture of friendship the Archbishop or
York, who will prominently assist at the coronation of George VI, bas
chosen· the son of the presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the United States to be one or his chaplains when the great ceremony
is enacted. This means that there is at least one American who will get
a good view of the proceedings. -The list of waiting candidates of our
sister Synod of Wisconsin hns dwindled down to seventeen names, and
some of these young men are already temporarily employed. \Ve arc
glad to see that the situation ls Improving. - How cheering and faithstrengthening is not the venture of that Lutheran grandmother in New
Mexico belonging to Pastor Arnold Meyer's church in Las Vegas, who
in a part of the granary which was arranged as a small schoolroom installed a Christian day-school teacher Ior her four grandsons! That Is
the faith which overcomes the world. - A chance remark of a Protestant
Episcopal dean reported in the papers shows that his church-body operates fourteen theological schools. He m nintains that Jive would be plenty
and that £or the good of the Church combinations should be made resulting in that number. - In Memphis the Baptists prevented the holding
of services by the Federal Council Preaching Mission. They discerned
its true character more clearly than some Lutherans we have read about.
- On February 2 Princeton Theological Seminary installed its new president, John Alexander Mackay. Dr. Mackay did notable work as a missionary In South America. - A reviewer in the P resbyterian
, writing
on
the book of Emil Brunner entitled Our Faitll, says: "While studying
under Professor Brunner last summer at the University of Zurich, the
reviewer met an English student at the university who told him that he
had taken a complete course of three ycnrs in one of the English divinity
schools. He said that at the end of those three years he had not the
slightest knowledge of what the Gospel was which he was supposed lo
get out and preach. His study of eight months with Professor Brunner
had remedied that situation, and I found him enthusiastic over his fint
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lllllmll undentandlna of the Gospel of the Mediator." This eloquently
11111111 to the ccmfualon reJplng in F.ngllah dlvlnlty schools today. Too

'-l that Brunner

could not lead this inquirer into the whole truth of
Cocl'I Wordl-l'rom Greece comes the newa that the so-called Zoe (life)
in the organization of many Sunday-schools,
llonment bu
when thoulanda of children are instructed in the teachlnp of the Bible.
11m pn,mlnent leaders of the Church are now auumlng a favorable
altllude toward the movement, and many of the prll!lts urge that the
Saipturn be read. An account quoted by tho PTeabvtericni. says: "There
Jiu been • ltnmgo awakening of priests to the slgnlllcant Influence of
the Sc:riptlll'el upon the people, while they them110lves have been fettered
by dacl formallsm for 10 many years." - It la a little more than two
lmndred yean qo that the Salzburgers were fien:cly persecuted in
Amtrla and driven from their homes. At present there la a resurgence
al the Roman Catholic offensive against Protestantism in Austria. The
Jlftllllt Allltrian government ls proving itself a loyal servant of the RollllD Catholic hierarchy and making life for the Protestant minority,
wlilch numbera about four hundred thousand in a population of six milliaa, quite difficult and miserable. We are told that in certain instances
tbe erection of churches has been forbidden, that Bible-class meetings
lllve been prohibited, that pastors have been interfered with in their
endeavor to Give religious instruction, and that criticism of the Roman
Calholic Church has been punished with arrest. It costs something to
be• Prolestant Christion in Austria today. - From
n
pamphlet issued
by the Conference on Education and Race Relations of Atlanta, Ga., the
LlatJamaa quotes some interesting statistics on the Neg roes of our country.
In 1930, so we are told, the Negro population of the United States numbered 11,1191,143, or a little less than one-tenth of the total population.
'TIie white population increased a little faster than the colored, with the
nsult that "the proportion of Negroes in tho total was smaller in 1930
than ever before in the nation's history. In 1790 this proportion was 19.3,
or pnetically one in five; in 1930 it had fallen to 9.7, or not quite one
in Im.• "Of the 882,850 Negro farm operators reported by the 1930 cen-is. 7,911 were landless renters and tenants. Only one in two hundred
of these famllles had a telephone, and but one in three hundred had water
and lights in the home. More than three-fourths of their houses were
Yllued at lea than five hundred dollars each." These are figures which
sbou1d arouse our heartfelt sympathy. - From the BTedLTen Evangelia&
one of our exchanges quotes this report: "A year ago in X. we stopped
all suppers and rummage sales and discontinued our solicitation among
the businea men and went on the tithing plan. Since then the income
of the local church has increased five hundred per cent. over any and
s11 previous yean. All bills have been paid, and the church has a surplus of one thousand dollars. The attendance has increased three bundrat per cent., and five hundred have been added to the membership." Bow -.erly mquine writers who no longer accept the Holy Scriptures \lie opportunities of discrediting the Bible is shown by an article
in tbe Alllffimn WeeJclv on BeJzhazzar'a feast. It is stated that Nebudadnezzar never had a aon by the name of Belshazzar and that Babylon
!ell to Cyrus and not to Darius the Mede. The critic baa to admit that
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"'aantlally the atory aeems to be hued on hlltmlcal facts.• Be maintains, however, that penom and wmta beJon1in1 to cW!ermt tlma en
mlxed up. That accord.Ins to prevalent uaap Be!sb•znr could 'ftl7
well be called the eon of Nebuchadnezzar becaUN he wu one of his
deecendanta and that Darius the Mede wu 1n the employ of Cyrus en
facts whlcb, Ignorantly or malldoualy, are eupprewd.
A.

II. ~uslanb

~le <tlnfamfdt brl 1!11tOertuml. <!inen fcljc intercffanten, lel)mtd)ffl
unb acitgcmiifscn ~rtifcI bon l!anbclbifdjof a. s:>. D. Dr. ~ffcl, fJctiteit
.~ragit unb ~ciumplj l!utljcctuml"
bcl
(11cfprilnglidj cin IBortrag, ge'°Um
auf bee <!IJangclifdjcn !mocljc in (JlcruJ6urg), 6ictct bic .ffirdjlidje 8eitfdjri~•
(5aljrg. 61, !Jlr. 2) iljrcn l!cfcrn bat. 2Bic finb D. !Jlcu bafilt banffm, 1,ai
cc uni bicfcn fcin burdjbadjtcn, m1dj file unfere amctifanifdjen IBer~li•
niffc lucrtllollc !Binfc an bic ~nnb gcfJcnbcn ~uffnb untcr6rcitet '°t, tut ud
boclj ocrabc jcl,t IUicbcc
bic
C!:rinnccuno fcljc not, bafs bal l!ut'ijertum oerabe
in fcincc ~foliccuno
llocncljmlidj,
aartorcn
allcn
lion
fcincn
fliiccnb,m
~riumpl) feiert.
s:>rci mc1uro1111ocn
cl
1uic bee Gdjcci&cc aulfiiijrt, bie
fidj l!utljcc anf bcm .~oljcpun'ft fcincc ccformatorif
allc
cc a6Icljncn
2Bidjnmfcit
djcnnmutc, c6cn aubrono•
bic bodj
111cif fie nidjt bem ijllangelium,
sola bcm
fide, bicnlcn: bic ffiittcr6c111co11110 (ljicc 6cfonberB llllcidj
Out• lion
ten, 8rnna lion 6idinocn 11j111.), bic mnncrnbc111com10 unb bic ljmnnuifiif•
fnclucouno, mit C!:raBnml l•ornn. ~Cul bicfen ~C&fcljnnnocn muutc fidj fill:
l!utljct notlucnbiocr111cifc cine ocrabcau traoif
arrcn
djc C!:injnmlcit
!Bcr&inbungcn
crgr6cn (.S!ut~tljcraullocftoucu,
1U11rbc
t,Cidj anl
in cine namenTofc
IScrlafjcnljcitH).jidj,,.2nlljct 11111i3lc
lion !Olcufdjcn Tiifcn, bic iljm lir6 1uareu;
06cc lool nodj nncnbTiclj fdjlucrct
lion
lunt:
nrr bcm (!lroi;cn nnbbcntfdjc
Glcloortiocn,
6rnuftc
bal ocrabc bnmnfl bnrdj bnl
!21ol!
nnb nndj l?niljct j~ric.•
!f6er inft O fnm .2utljcrl rcjormatorifdjcl 2Bidcn a 11111 G i CO.
el
in bic ticfftc ll"icfc ocjdjfcubcrt luurbcH. ,,C!:rft nul fofdjcut S>unftl unb
fofdjcn !Birrnifjcn ljcrnul jtico c-3 311 fcinem ci113ignrtigcn riumpij ~tbor.•
S)cr C i n f a Ill C i!utijct ijt ocrnbc cbcn bet l)l C f Or Ill n t Or OCIUOtbcn, au
bcm ficlj fdjiicblidj ba3 1unljrlja~ljinbranote,
(tljrijtlidjc
!Bclucounocn
bodjiljrcn
luicbccrndj cdc6t ljnttcn.
all
pjc11borcfor111ntorijdjcn
• lint e3
fl1ra an faocn, fie fcljrtcn fajt
auriid:
aT!c
bic !Ritter unb !Bnucm unb bic
QJc6i(bcfcn, unb Icrntcn bic 2Bnljrljcit. !llcnf
8aijf
djcn oljnc
finb fclig or•
tuorbcn burdj bic rcinc !Baijrljcit bcB C!:llnnocli11111B, bic i!utljcr crfampft
ift
'°t;
unb
bal
bee ~ti111n1>1j bell 1!11tljcrt111113." - ~udj luic in !Cmcrifa lja&m
nnfcrc brci 1>fc11borcfor111ntorijdjcn !Bc1uco11nocn, bic fidj 11116 nufbranocn:
cine ljumaniftifcljc !8c1Ueg11no, bic gana antiCutljcrijdj cinocjlcUte
.mobcmc
stljcofogic",
bic bic !llcrnun~ amn principium cognoscendi iljrcc
unb bic
llcrnunftfritif
!lJi6c[
m
mu
06jdt
cine !Bm1cr116ctuco11110, bic jidj 6c•
fonbcrJ in unfcrcr social gospel-mc1uco11110 6rcihnadjt, 1111b cine !Ritter•
6c1ucouno, bic man in llcr6inb1111ocn luic bet bcl 8obcraTfonai(I bee
.m~cn.
~ijrifti in tlmctifa !for cdenncn 111115. S:lic gormcn jinb 111oljI anllcr.J, a&cc
bic 6n6ftnna ift bodj bicfcl6c. llnb bicfc !Bcluconnocn ridjtcn fidj int Qlrunbe
allc ococn sola
bal
i!utljcrl
gratla, IUOrin
Sfirdjcnrcformation
bodj ciocntlidj
iljt
en gcljn6t ljat unb motin audj nodj ljcutc
rcformatorif
i!ul~r•
bnl
djc
fcin formate filljrt. .\tura, 1uia ljcutc ba6 6c!cnntniltrc11c i!utljcrillll!

r
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.Irr nfllm IBa~it bd CEbcmgcrwm1• bicncn, fo mufs cl Irie .nammiofe

1iifmafe1t• auf fidj ne,mcn, Irie alicl ftri!t aulfbon
~Iie~, bal ni~t
<Bott
iJi lam barln ftedt bu ,tnumi,, Id rcincn .eut,crtuml, bafs d &Ei QSottcl
1111d Udflt.

~- St. IR.
c.taar, of llar 'l'homa Syrian Church.-The aouthwestem c:out
al lmDa wttn1•1ll the celebration of the centenary of the reformation
llecllll in the ancient Syrian Church in Travancore and Cochin.
"Btlme the arrival of the Portuguese on: tho we■t coast of India, In
Ill■ lldy yean of the 1lxteenth century, the Syrian Church flourished
• a united body, malntalnlng fellowship with the &stem churches
al lfempotamla and Syria, as far as such fellowship was possible In
tliaa days of l1ow and unsafe travel and communication■• With the
amliDI of the Portupe■e into political power the Church wos brought
IIDder the dominion of Rome, mainly by the u■e of force. One means
tum to brlna this to pus was the setting up of the inquisition, by the
adharlty of the Pope, In Goa. After about three generation■ of Roman
dammlon the Church asserted her independence and threw off the
llamm :,oke; but relation■hip was establl■hed with the Jacobite Syrian
0mrc:h. which had it■ headquarters at Antioch. F.arly in the nineteenth
Cllltuly the Church MJ■siona.ry Society sent a mission of help to the
Cburcb, but the miuionaries, being of a low evangelical type, could
1111t loq cooperate with the bishops of the Syrian Church. Under the
fnlluence of the Church Missionary Society . missionaries, however, a
IZlllll aroup in the Church became alive to the existence of beliefs and
Jll'ldlsa mo■Uy introduced by the Roman Cntholies. Thla group began
lo 1111 • revlaecl liturgy and refused to pray to the Virgin Mnry and
the alnt■ and set their face against other abuses. This brought them
Into mnfUct with the authorities of the Jacobite Church and led to the
formation of the reformed churches, now known ns the :Mar Thoma
5Jrian Church. This Church now has n membership of over 150,000 and
Is \'U)' active in evangelistic work. It is an Episcopal Church presided
over by Indian bishops, who are elected by the General Assembly of
the Church. It is perhaps the only church-body in India which is independent of any foreign ecclesiastical authority; for the Jacobite Syrian
Church ltlll acknowledges the Jacobite Patriarch of Antioch (now living
It llosul) u it■ head, and the Anglican and other Protestant churches
have to look to their mother churches in England and America for
IUidanm on all important matters." - Correspondence from India in the
Clarutfa11 Cen&UTJI,
Development■ In Germany,-While it is hardly possible at this time
lo IIY much about what is happening in Germany just now with respect
to the relation■ between Church and State, our readers will be glad to
he liven the venion of Hitler's decree 111 It appeared in our press. "In
view of the inabWty of the Reich Church Commission to reestabll■h harmoay among the groups of the German Evangelical Church, opportunity
ii now to be afforded the Church in complete freedom and according to
itl own determination to give itself a new constitution and through it
• state of order." For the present we can only say that future events will
he awaited and observed with the greate■t interest.
A.
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Tbeolollcal Obaerver- atrd}llct•8cltgcf4t4tll4d

tRcfarmlme CN•fltim aram l!lartO anb Qlm1trm. i)ie Clmera~
lier OJcrefommrbe Stcdm in Wmftcrbam &cfcljlo[s: bie 6tJnObe 1lliige dne
nicljt a1rau umfanoreiclje Scljri~ an bic aulloiirtlgm reformlertm Sti•
enbtn,
in ber fura unb 6ilnbig bargetanreformiertcn
h>irb, bafs bie!Bdcnntnil
fogenannte btaldtifdje
burdjcml
!tijcologie
bem
hJiberftreUet, unb in bet
in arrer fBefcljcibenijcit
crma,nt
aur 1Bacljfa111feit
hnrb.
8uoleiclj follm qn.
gcgc:n blcfe ~ologie in aullanbifcljm 8clt•
fdjclfh:n an berofjcntlicfjcn.
(Wllg. CSb.•1!11t,. ffir~eitunll)
Rcprdlnc the Royal Declaration Oath.- In the "Open Letter" department of the Lutheran a reader 11Ubmlta two forma of the dec:laratlon
oath which a British sovereign must take before Parliament at the opening of tho first seaion of his reign. The original form, used by Kini Edward VII on February H, 1901, readl: "I do solemnly and linc:erely, in
the presence of God, profess, testify, and declare that I do believe that
in the Sacrament of tho Lord'• Supper there is not any tramuhltantiatlon of the elements of bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ
at or after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever and that
the invocation, or adoration, of the Virgin Mary or any other lllllnt and
the sacrifice of the Mass u they are now used in the Church of Rome are
superstitious and idolatrous. And I do solemnly declare that I do make
this declaration and every part thereof in the plain and ordinu)' sense of
the wordl read unto me, u they are commonly understood by Englilh
Protestants, without any evulon, equivocation, or mental reservation
whotaoever and without any dispensation already granted me £or this
purpose by the Pope or any other authority or person whatsoever or
without thinking that I am or can be acquitted before God or man or
absolved of this declaration or any part thereof, although the Pope or
any other person or persons or power whatsoever ahall clilpense with, or
annul, the same or declare that it wu null and void from the beginnlnl."
The later form of the dec:laratlon oath, which wu adopted "by Parliament in 1910, after King :Edward'• coronation, when some Roman Catholic:
members of Parliament sought a change in the wording of the oath," WII
used by George V and will perhaps be employed also by the preant
ruling IOVereign. It readl: "I, George, do solemnly and ainc:erely, in
the presence of God, proteas, testify, and declare that I am a laltbful
Protestant, and I will, according to the true intent of the enactments
which secure the Protestant succession to the throne of my realm, uphold
and maintain the said enactments to the best of my powers ac:c:ordlng to
law." In this radic:al alteration of the dec:larallon oath we see reftected
the growing influence of Romanism In England (the old form wu protested by Roman Catholic membera of the House of Commons and by
a small band of the House of Lords) u well na the decreuing lateral
in doc:trlnal matters among Engllah Episc:opollana. In view of the coronation of the new king of England the question is certainly one of in•
terat to many.
J. T.111.
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